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knowledge of the Greek language? I can remember
none: on the contrary, a passionate stream of attack
was launched on everything Greek, and its abolition
for the scientific student became a battle-cry. One
can make every allowance for very great provocation
and yet deplore so curiously unscientific an attitude.

In the course of the argument a great deal of lip-
service was paid to Latin: I even remember a speaker
declaring that the high-minded precepts of Horace
had often been his standby in times of moral stress;
but the praise was as dishonest as the depreciation of
Greek: the scientist of that day had no real use for
either.

That is the first of the melancholy reflections
which occur to me: the second is that, like the
Romans of old who were led captive by captured
Greece, the victorious scientists were corrupted by
their defeated foes, and proceeded to repeat the very
faults against which they had so justly protested.

The root fallacy of the old classical teaching was
that it treated every boy alike, and so teaching which
was admirable for the scholar was expended on boys
who were quite unfit to say "Bo! " to the classical
goose.

But (as I have mentioned geese) there is an old
saying that what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the
gander, and it is every bit as ridiculous to treat
every boy as a potential science scholar as it was to
assume that he was capable of classical distinction.

But that is what the scientists have done, and are